
 

 

Private Rear Alleyway Clearance 

  

• Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, Councils have no statutory duty 

to clear waste from private land. 

• The Street Cleansing Team will not collect waste or rubbish from private land, 

private rear accessways or unadopted accessways. 

• As a courtesy, the Street Cleansing Team may agree to collect rubbish placed 

at the entrance of a private alleyway (at the curtilage with the public highway) 

provided it meets inspection and ownership criteria. 

• All fly-tipping reports regarding private rear alleyways must be reported to the 

Environmental Enforcement Team via the Council fly-tipping report form in the 

first instance before any action or collection takes place. 

• If a resident is insistent that the alleyway is the responsibility of the Council, 

the relevant alleyway will be checked via the Land Registry to verify the exact 

boundary lines and to confirm ownership status. 

• If the alleyway is confirmed as private land, a designated officer from Waste 

Management must conduct an initial site inspection of the accessway to 

assess safety, accessibility, and the volume/nature of the waste. 

• If approved during inspection, waste collection will be scheduled strictly from 

the alleyway entrance only. It will be for the reporter or local residents to move 

the waste to the agreed collection point. 

• Before work commences, agreement on the volume, nature and collection 

point of the waste must be agreed with Waste Management. 

• No personnel or vehicles shall remove waste from any private alleyway land 

beyond the designated collection point at the entrance to the private 

accessway. 

  

  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommonslibrary.parliament.uk%2Fresearch-briefings%2Fsn05672%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjoel.simons%40gravesham.gov.uk%7C4f1209e239614becf77908df397c8479%7Cb4bd95eba82646138760ff05759c8d3a%7C0%7C0%7C639292879101106371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hzrvaYzFOr0s4k1kR%2BprrYvuGhtLv5xIMdtM2wavcSI%3D&reserved=0

